The Arrival of Advent
Look up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near. Luke
21.28
The weeks leading up to Christmas are
always a very busy time of parties,
shopping, decorating, visiting...and the list
goes on. Our energy is focused on the
magical day of December 25th – the
miracle of Christmas. As we get closer to
the birth of the baby Jesus we must
remember that it was his death that saved us and so, even as we approach the
manger we must look through the lens of the cross.
Advent, for us here in the West, marks the beginning of a new year – a new
liturgical year. The season of Advent is a time of expectation, of anticipation, of
waiting...but, we’re not waiting for a baby Jesus. That’s our starting point – and
we celebrate Jesus’ birth with joy – but, what we are really waiting for is the
Kingdom of God to be completely revealed here on earth. That is our Hope that
provides meaning and purpose in our lives as Christians. It is no accident that we
begin our Church year with a season of Hope – it is a season that connects with
our human yearnings and with our confidence in God’s promises.
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.” Rev.21.3-4

Did you know?
The Advent wreath marks the passage of the weeks of the season of Advent. It
was originally devised to encourage family observance of Advent and was
introduced to congregational worship only to provide a model for family use.
If you’d like to have an Advent Wreath at home, hit a dollar store for what you
need (that’s what I did): plate; four candles (all blue, or all purple, or 1 pink candle
for Advent 3); 4 candle holders; some fake greenery to decorate (if you want to).

Advent 1 – The week of Dec.2nd...Light one
purple candle each night at supper and
have someone read this prayer:
Almighty God, give us grace to cast
away the works of darkness and put on
the armour of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to us in great humility, that
on the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty we may
rise to the life immortal; through him
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Advent 2 – The week of Dec.9th ...Light two purple candles each night at supper
and have someone read this prayer:
Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your
people to welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of
your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when the Christ
shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence before his

glory; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now
and for ever. Amen.
Advent 3 – The week of Dec.16th...Light three purple candles (or 2 purple, 1 pink)
each night at supper and have someone read this prayer:
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming
of your Son. Remove those things which hinder love of you, that when he
comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Advent 4 – Dec.23rd & 24th...Light all 4 purple candles (or 3 purple, 1pink) both
nights at supper and have someone read this prayer:
Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the
mother of our Lord and Saviour, now fill us with your grace, that we in all
things may embrace your will and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Please Note: These prayers are all in The Book of Alternative Services of The Anglican Church of Canada,
pp.268-272.

