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Stay Informed 

 Cathedral Updates - Weekly email distributed every Friday  

 Cathedral Website - www.stlukesalgoma.com 

 Sunday Announcements - Included in Sunday’s Order of Service 

http://www.stlukesalgoma.com


OUR PARISH IN PROFILE 

Our third memoir relates the story of Denis Bowers’ 
time at St. Luke’s Cathedral. Denis was born in 
Litchfield in the UK, moving to Canada after WWII. 
He originally joined St. John’s Parish Church but 
moved over to St. Luke’s with a few of his friends 
because the St. Luke’s Anglican Young People’s 
Association gave them the opportunity to meet 
girls! Denis did indeed meet his future wife Dorothy 
there, and in fact four couples formed as a result of 
that group. They enjoyed such activities as 
badminton and dances in the Parish Hall. Thinking 

about the devastating fire in 1952, Denis recalled that he and Dorothy were at 
the cinema when they heard about it and dashed over to help. Dorothy was 
instrumental in saving some of the communion serving pieces. 

About a year later Denis joined the choir and in 1976, as president, was heavily 
involved in a three-year fundraising campaign to take the choir on its first 
English tour. This was an enormous undertaking, with forty men and boys 
visiting 28 churches in 30 days. Both Bishop Nock and Dean Lawrence Robertson 
went on this trip. 

Denis was involved in other committees as well, including the Advisory Board, 
the Columbarium Committee and the Men’s Breakfast Club. He reminisced about 
all the different events that took place in the Parish Hall: plays, music, pot-luck 
suppers and the huge Fall Fair, with all manner of crafts, music and even a 
fortune teller! Dorothy was the Church secretary for a number of years. One 
other job Denis took on was to lead a Cub pack. When the Cubs graduated to 
Scouts he continued to lead them, and the Dubs became the responsibility of the 
Curate. 

We talked extensively about the choir, recalling that when Patty Gartshore was 
the director the choir once again became mixed (male and female), and the 
choir rehearsed in a tiny second floor space above where the washrooms are 
now. John White was the organist when the original pipe organ was replaced by 
the electronic organ used until 1018 when it broke down beyond repair. It was 
quite recently replaced by the magnificent pipe organ that we enjoy today. At 
the time of the first pipe organ, what is now the Altar Guild room was filled with 
organ pipes, and some of these remain on the wall to this day. Denis retired 
from the choir several years ago, but continues to serve as a sidesperson and 
regularly worships at the Cathedral. 



OUR PARISH IN PROFILE 

Our April instalment of the St. Luke’s Our Parish in Profile is Diane La Rue who at 
85 years young can claim one of the longest continuous associations with the 
Cathedral, reaching back to her earliest childhood memories. 

Diane was raised in the Pim/Bruce hill area of our city, one of the Sault’s earliest 
neighbourhoods, in particular, Lansdowne Avenue East where she still resides. 
Diane remembers the “Sunday School Church” around the corner from her house 
where her father, the superintendent, would take her along with brothers, Doran 
and Gordie, faithfully each week. Formal church at St. Luke’s Cathedral involved a 
lengthy walk through the old Sault Collegiate High School and down the hill. 

Diane recalled her grandparents’ involvement in her life as well and, of course, 
their stories go back to the earliest days of this close family. Diane mentioned, in 
particular, her grandfather on her father’s side, Horace Lewis, the first person of 
colour to permanently settle in the Sault.  

Family and neighbourhood was a recurring theme when speaking of her own 
family. Along with husband Leo, she raised three children: Michael, Paul, and 
“baby” Vicky (her words) who were also raised and baptized in the church. Leo, 
well known in the community passed away April 2018. It was an honour to have 
the choir participate in his funeral and celebration of life. 

Diane was employed at Algoma Steel for much of her working life. She followed 
her dad into the plate mill, moving eventually into general office administration. 

Two memories have stayed with Diane. It was her father who took her on her first 
trip as a ten-year-old by train to Ottawa. The excitement of that trip is still fresh 
after all these years. Secondly, Diane remembers her mother Kay’s involvement in 
social activities - celebrations, dinners, and other church functions made possible 
by the availability of the Parish Hall. In those years one can only imagine the 
dozens upon dozens of children who would have been taught Sunday School there 
just as Diane was taught in the little church on the hill. 

Thank you, Diane, for the memories. 



Assisting Local Food Banks 

As you may know, the St. Luke’s family regularly supports the 
efforts of the Salvation Army to share food with our 
neighbours. The First Sunday of every month, at the Cathedral, 
is designated “Salvation Army Food Bank Sunday”. The items 
are received and blessed the same day, and delivered to the 
Salvation Army by a volunteer. Dean Jim spoke with Major 
Sean Furey who advised that donations to their Food Bank had 
ceased with the impact of COVID-19, but that the need 
continues. Communicated through our weekly Cathedral 
Updates email, Dean Jim advised that items of non-perishable 

food and small personal care items would be picked up from individual homes, on a 
particular day, from those who wished to donate. With Nicki McShane as driver, 
and Dean Jim and Liam doing the heavy lifting a truckload of food and personal 
care items and monetary donations were picked up and delivered to the Salvation 
Army on Thursday, April 2nd. 

 

 

As requested by Arthur Funeral Homes, Cheryl Linklater 
Halverson, in support of our local women’s shelters and 
International Women’s History Month initiated “Fill a Pail - 
For a Fresh Clean Start” programme. Members of the 
congregation, and friends, were invited to be a part of this 
community outreach project by purchasing a completed pail 
for $30, making a monetary donation in the amount of your 
choice, or purchasing items to be included in a pail. This 
program was well supported by our St. Luke’s Cathedral 
family and friends. Thank you to everyone who generously 
supported this project to help women and their children get 
a fresh clean start in their new homes. 

OUTREACH 
 
Assisting Local Women’s Shelters 



What is, Brother, Give Us A Word 
 
Monasticism began when a few faithful men and women went into the desert to 
seek God and live a life of prayer. These Desert Fathers and Mothers, as they 
became known, were spiritual beacons whom other sought out for their wisdom in 
the ways of God. The seeker would approach and ask, "Father (Mother), give me 
a word." 

The Brothers, of the Society of St. John the Evangelist, have adapted this ancient 
tradition for today, offering online a daily "word" to all who seek a deeper 
knowledge of God, a means of handing on what we ourselves have received.  

Each week, included in Cathedral Updates, Dean Jim provides one specific Brother 
Give Us a Word that relates to the particular week. Examples can be 
seen below. 
 
Mystery - Brother Give Us a Word - Published Palm Sunday 
It is the supreme mystery of our Christian faith we are about to witness this week. 
Make no mistake about it. The events of Holy Week and Easter are not merely 
annual reenactments of the tragic events of the life of an important historical 
personage. This is spiritual mystery on its deepest and most cosmic scale. 

Brother Eldridge Pendleton, SSJE (1940-2015) 
 

Give - Brother Give Us a Word 
If we are to live richly and be the people God intends us to be, we have to give 
ourselves away. That is what the Gospel urges us to do. Live fearlessly, take risks, 
give to others without counting the cost. And if we reorder our life this way, 
beyond comfort, beyond the anxiety of not having enough, God will take care of 
us abundantly. Do not be afraid. 

Brother David Vryhof  
 
Observe - Brother Gives Us a Word 
To become wise, we must learn to listen – first to God, and then to wise and good 
teachers. To become wise we must become students and observers of life, 
recognizing ways of living that lead to wholeness, seeing what works and what 
doesn’t. Experienced guides can help us along the way. 



Diocese of Tarime 
Requires Your Help 
for the Purchase of 

Personal Protective Equipment 

From Archdeacons Roberta Wilson-Garrett and Marie Loewen 

My Dear Friends: 

In the past couple of days Marie Loewen and I have had multiple email exchanges 
with our friend Mwita, Bishop of Tarime, Tanzania. What began as an update of 
Covid-19 in Africa has now quickly grown into outreach that requires all of our 
support. 

Some of you will know that +Mwita’s wife Mukami, is a Clinical Officer, the 
equivalent of a Nurse Practitioner, at a clinic in Darsalam. During the course of our 
emails we discovered that the African government has been slow to respond to 
Covid-19 and that PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) is only currently being 
provided to frontline health workers handling Covid-19 patients in designated 
treatment/isolation centres. Consequently, Mukami and her staff are working 
unprotected. We all know the extreme risk she is taking in doing so. She and 
+Mwita have spoken and decided that she would purchase PPE for herself and the 
others at the clinic. 

Marie and I thought we could quickly amass some supplies and ship them, however 
after much more back and forth, it has become clear that it would be far more 
practical and cost efficient to provide financial support. The supplies are still widely 
available for purchase in Tanzania but the cost is rising quickly. The weekly 
statistics indicate that Covid-19 cases in Africa have increased 43% over last week 
and the W.H.O. feels that Africa could quickly become the world epicentre of this 
virus. This will not shock anyone who has been to Africa or any other 3rd world 
country where the health care system and the community infrastructure can in no 
way meet the required demands of a health care crisis. We cannot sit back and 
watch when we have the ability to make even a small difference. 

So, with Archbishop Anne’s support, we are asking our colleagues and friends to 
consider financially supporting this outreach to our extended family in Tanzania. 
We are also asking everyone to share this request as widely as possible. 

We have set up an account and will be able to receive financial e-mail transfers 
which in turn will be transferred for Bishop Mwita to manage. This conversation 
began with concerns for the staff of Mukami’s small clinic, so they will first be 
provided with necessary PPE for them to continue their jobs and stay healthy. The 
balance of the funds Bishop Mwita will use to support the clergy and parishes In 
Tarime so that they can weather the storm of Covid-19 as he determines to be 
necessary. 

 Continued on next page. 

https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2020/04/27/our-companion-diocese-of-tarime-requires-our-help/


We are Zooming Now 
With our doors ordered closed and the requirement to 
maintain physical distance in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, St. Luke's has had to find new ways to continue in 
ministry and ensure its essential operations. The question 

arose: How then shall we meet? The answer was a popular one in this time of self-
isolating and travel bans, the online conferencing app Zoom. After a modest 
payment and a quick review of a “Where to Start” video, Dean Jim had the 
program up and running, and integrated with the Cathedral's digital calendar. 

Since then Zoom has been used for regular meetings of the Cathedral wardens and 
clergy, as well as a session with our Advisory Board. We have hosted the first 
virtual gathering of the Algoma Deanery Clericus, the regular meeting of the 
Anglican ministers of our local area; and soon will be providing an ongoing meeting 
platform for the McMurray Corporation. While not quite the same experience as a 
face-to-face meeting, Zoom has quickly become a fast and effective way to stay 
connected and get things done. 

Transfers can be sent to rwilso@xplornet.com with the password Tarime2020. Un-
fortunately, we are unable to supply tax receipts for these gifts. 

Marie and I cannot thank you enough for your support of this outreach to our 
brothers and sisters in Tanzania. 

God Bless 
Ven. Roberta Wilson-Garrett, Ven. Marie Loewen 

It is with sadness that in 2020 we have 
already lost five of our Cathedral family as 
they went to be with Our Lord. 

Joyce Watson  January 3, 2020 
Margaret Gould January 31, 2020 
Dave Anstess March 8, 2020 
Rosemary Watkiss April 17, 2020 
Michael Bennett April 15, 2020 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

mailto:rwilso@xplornet.com


Real Worship, in a Virtual Way 
In the latter days of the season of Lent, the novel corona virus sweeping the 
world reached pandemic proportions. Our government moved swiftly to respond 
to the crisis and as a result churches found their doors firmly shut, even at the 
approach of Easter. With a deep commitment to mark and celebrate the holiest 
time of the Christian year, Archbishop Anne approached the Cathedral asking if we 
could find a way to stream to the internet services for Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Easter Day. "Certainly!" was our immediate response; then we had to 
figure out how. 

Dean Jim and Canon Stephen Mallinger had to quickly map out how services could 
be held, and recorded, with a maximum of five people in the building, following all 
the rules and constraints of physical distancing, with high quality video and audio, 
while preserving the spiritual integrity and dignity of our beloved Anglican 
worship. A lean but effective team soon emerged. Canon Stephen would be our 
organist, but also our sound and video recording engineer. The Dean shaped the 
liturgical movement and flow within the confined view of the camera. Trevor 
Fielder designed and installed captivating floral displays. Karen and Bob Nisbet 
would provide choral support and act as lectors. Michael Connell, Organist and 
Choir Director at Willowgrove United Church and longtime friend of the Cathedral, 
with the help of his son, Jayden, offered to edit and upload the recordings. It was 
a whirlwind effort, but in short order the work was complete. At the appointed 
times the Archbishop was able to offer powerful messages of comfort, hope, and 
resurrection truth which have now been shared literally thousands of times. As 
church, we have found a new way to worship together, even while we must be 
apart. 

This work and opportunity continues. The Cathedral is committed to offering 
regular Sunday worship in a virtual way, until such time as we can actually be 
together again. A link to these services can be found on our homepage, https://
www.stlukesalgoma.com/. Simply press the button to join the celebration. The link 
will also be posted each week in our Friday communique, Cathedral Updates, for 
your convenience. Even while we must stay distant, we hope you will gather with 
us for real worship, in a virtual way! 

The Cathedral Office is closed but we are 
picking up messages on a daily basis. 
The work of the Cathedral continues 

even though we are closed. 

https://www.stlukesalgoma.com/
https://www.stlukesalgoma.com/


 

Spring has Sprung! 
Two ducks have taken up residence 

in our Columbarium. 

Thank You for Your Continuing Support 

With the suspension of gathered worship due to the corona virus pandemic an 
essential part of church life has been lost.... the passing of the offering plate! But 
ministry and its associated costs continue. 

We want to say a particular word of thanks to everyone who has continued their 
faithful support to St. Luke's during this unusual and challenging time. For those 
using our electronic offering program, your contributions have continued 
unabated. Thank you also for those offerings that have turned up in the 
Cathedral's mail box; while there was an initial delay, bank deposits are now 
being made on a regular basis. 

If you wish to send a donation to St. Luke's by mail, please do not send cash, 
and be sure to include your envelope number if you have one (this helps our 
Envelope Secretary immeasurably!). Post-dated cheques will be held securely 
and will be processed on schedule. If you would like to consider the electronic 
offering program, the set-up form is found here. If you would like to make a 
change to your electronic offering the set-up form is found here. 

If you have questions, or should we be of any service to you, please contact the 
Cathedral Office at 705-254-7144 or stlukescathedral@bellnet.ca and we will be 
happy to assist. Thank you. 
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